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-’ NASA
------  -, ,-, . .-:. .

c.-...:- -,,. ,- -_ :.- . ..-
-- >..-.. ... L.- L: l-<...-

Nallonal  Aefonaul!cs and ~.. --- ---- ... --- n
Space Adm!nlslrallon

.:::  i- ~, --- . . . . . . . . . . .

Washlng[on. D c.
20546

~lllce 01 the Admwlralor
September 25, 1990

●

Honorable Donald J. Atwood
Deputy Secretaq of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

2\ o~.-
Dear Mr. A -

The purpose of this letter is to suggest that joint
discussions be initiated between our organizat~ons  about your
“Brilliant Pebble” spacecraft program. I understand that the

Strategic Defense Initiative Organization plans test.fl~ghts of
the Brilliant Pebble, and we WOUICI ‘like to explore with you

whether such test flights could be designed t.o also yield
useful science.

NASA’s Office of Space Science and Applications has been
studying the use of small, high performar~ce spacecraft for a
number of intriguing missions---for instance, to characterize

the yet unexplored near-earth asteroids. The onboard

propulsive, computational , and navigational features of the
Brilliant Pebble suggest interesting science mission
applications.

~ If you are interested in this idea, ~ SUggeSc w e  aesiqnz:e

points of contact to pursue it further. The NASA point of

c o n t a c t  is Dr. Dudley McConrlell, who can he reached at (202)

453–1587.

Sincerely,

(&i&$j
Administrator

-.

17s71.
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